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Survey of employed boys. — Various surveys, scientific and otherwise, which 
deal with the problems of employed groups are available in print. For the 
most part their data are very limited geographically, numerically, and occupa- 
tionally, as well as in social content which furnishes the background for 
broad and accurate interpretation. 

Under the direction of the New York State Military Training Commission, 
for the purpose of securing (i) statistical information essential to law enforce- 
ment and (2) social-economic data essential for agencies which desire to 
adjust their programs to the actual needs of employed groups, Mr. Burdge has 
prepared a comprehensive social-statistical survey' covering 245,000 sixteen-, 
seventeen-, and eighteen-year-old boys who were employed in the state of New 
York in the fall of 19 18. 

The introductory chapter indicates the type of sympathetic understanding 
of employed boys and the vision of possible service to such groups which Mr. 
Burdge brought to his task. His methods are obvious and conform to the 
best scientific practice. Charts and statistical tabulations are abundant, 
possibly overabundant for other than special students. However, excess of 
detail in presentation of findings has been more than counteracted by chapter 
XXV, a four-page summary of findings and conclusions. The majority of the 
findings, relative both to education and to employment, supplement and 
substantiate data from more limited studies. Six-sevenths of the group are 
out of school; over 30 per cent left on or before reaching legal leaving age; the 
majority left because they so desired and not because of necessity; less than 
10 per cent attend night school and over 60 per cent do not care to do so. 
Among employment data we find that the median boy received $15 to $18 per 
week; over 40 per cent spent less than four and one-half months on their last 
job, and 60 per cent less than seven and one-half months; less than 2 per cent 
were given placement assistance by schools, churches, or employment agencies; 
about one-fourth secured positions through friends, and the other three-fourths 
through personal appUcation. Aimlessness characterized both their educa- 
tional and their employment program. Correlation findings are of special 
interest to educators; turnover statistics will interest employers; and the 
entire study should be of national, social, and economic interest when we reahze 
that the future of industrial America is in the hands of this and other similar 
groups of potential citizens. 

The publication is a distinct contribution to literature dealing with the 
junior employment problem on a scientific basis. It brings to our attention 
the major unportance of large groups of individuals "scattered by the winds 
of chance and dropped here and there, first into one environment, then another, 
and another, almost without end, in the vain hope that they will finally fall 
into fertile soil, take root and make good" (p. 8). It emphasizes the value of 
the junior high school as an opportimity for sane, sympathetic guidance and 
for the type of leadership which passes over into the period of employment 

' Howard G. Bukdge, Our Boys. Albany, N.Y. : Military Training Commission, 
1921. Pp. viii-l-345. $1.75. 
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adjustment. It advocates continuation-school courses for purposeful, and 

therefore worth-while, education. 

Anna Y. Reed 



Reconstruction and education. — The world-war brought a realization that 
somehow education has failed to develop the attitudes of mind and the bioader 
consciousness of human relationships that make for a stable social order. The 
results of the conflict and the conditions that have pertained since the close of 
the strife have turned practically every country that was engaged in the struggle 
toward the task of finding a constructive program of education which will 
bring about a readjustment and a reconstruction of the economic, political, 
and social institutions. It was to give a point of view as to the place to begin 
and the foundation upon which to build that Mr. Holmes has written his book.' 
The state of affairs that aroused the author to present his point of view is 
clearly expressed in the first chapter of the book. The particular statements 
are as follows: 

Never, within the memory of man, was the standard of duty lower than it is 
today. Never was the law of the land less respected. Never were solemn engage- 
ments less binding. Never was dishonesty rifer. Never was the "mania for owning 
things" more obsessive. Never was the pursuit of pleasure more absorbing. Never 
was sexual morality laxer. Never was anger more violent. Never was hatred more 
malignant. Never was selfishness, whether individual or collective, more virulent or 
more strongly entrenched. And though the need for honest and steady work has never 
been so great as it is today, when the world is waiting to be rebuilt, there has never 
been less willingness to work or less pride in good workmanship [p. 3]. 

The author discusses in a forceful way the failure of Germany and the 
failure of Christendom to realize desired ends through compulsory idealism. 
The points of view held by Bateson and Kidd are criticized as representing 
extremes between which lies the middle ground of constructive education. The 
author holds that the only hope lies in the education of the young, and that 
the doctrine of spontaneity and individuality must be followed in mapping 
out the program. He stresses the importance of environment and comrade- 
ship. He discusses the signiiicance of religious education and the great oppor- 
tunity presented by adolescence. In his treatment of social reconstruction 
he sets forth the point of view that education must be an awakening of the 
spiritual and intellectual powers and not the old order of lesson-getting. 

This book is a stimulating discussion of a most vital problem. It is direct 
and clear in its presentation and should prove well worth-while for teachers 
and educators in general. It should be helpful to the movement for reconstruc- 
tion by awakening serious thinking on the part of the general public. It is a 
book for the layman as well as for the educator. 

H. W. NUTT 

I Edmond Holmes, Give Me the Young. New York: E. P. Button & Co., 1922. 
Pp. 148. 



